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Scientific basis for moving two Sphinx statues from in front
of Minya Governorate

Abstract
In fact, the process of transporting huge archaeological statues is a very difficult and
important matter. This research deals with a scientific and applied study of
transporting huge statues fixed with cement on modern concrete bases in a safe
manner, explaining the methods of packaging and safe handling of them, and the
methods of lifting and transporting them, with the application on two statues of the
Sphinx in front of the Minya Governorate building. The statues date back to the Greek
and Roman eras. They were removed from the newly constructed bases in front of the
Minya Governorate building, which was built by King Ahmed Fouad I, King of
Egypt, from 1917 to 1936. They were stored after restoration in the museum
warehouse in the archaeological city of Bahnasa in Minya Governorate.
The process of transporting huge archaeological statues is a very difficult and
important matter, especially statues fixed on cement bases, as the process of
dismantling them from the base requires high skill and precision due to the danger of
dismantling, and thus also the process of cleaning the cement layer and strengthening
the separate parts, and the process of packaging, handling, lifting and transporting. All
of these procedures are procedures that require high precision and great skill.
Key words
Huge statues, packaging, safe transportation, the Sphinx, restoration
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